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Sample by a teacher
Recycling Hotel Soap to Save Lives

Summary

Derrick Kayongo, a Ugandan refugee, stayed at a hotel in the U.S. during the 1990s.
He was surprised to see that the hotel soap bars which were provided in the bathroom each
day were discarded even though they were barely used. He came upon the idea of recycling
discarded bars of soap for those who couldn’t afford them. A lot of developing countries
including Uganda had a difficult problem of high child mortality rate because of the lack of
access to basic sanitation. In 2009, Derreck founded the Global Soap Project to improve
global health by encouraging sanitation through recycled soap. Volunteers across the U.S.
have been working hard, collecting used soap from hotels, cleaning it, and reprocessing it
into new bars. After proven to be safe by a third-party laboratory, Derreck provided the new
soap for free for those who needed to keep themselves clean. So far, the project has given

more than 900,000 bars to forty-five countries around the world. Providing new soap bars
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leads refugees and orphans to gain dignity and respect as human beings. The Global Soap

Project made it possible for people to protect human rights.

Comments

I was impressed by Derrick’s idea and his hard work on the project when I read this
passage. He helped those who lack access to sanitation and let them gain dignity and
respect as human beings. Dignity and respect are essential for every single person in the
world. He has made a big difference and contributed to the world. We can change the world
just like him by improving things into something that is efficient and resourceful, no matter

the size.
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Lessond

Summary a
A native Ugandan, stayed at the hotel in the U.S. and was surprised to find that
there waﬁced;hree different types of soaps and a completely new set of soup
was supply to his bathroom every day even though they were only slightly
used. Moreover they are free for guests and even barely used soap ended up
going to throv«/hway after a day. This fact amazes him as a Ugandan war
refugee, familiar with severe reall'ges of pogr sanitation and knew that many
children die from it. Then he éoma up wuth(ldea to recycle the discarded bars
of soap into new bars to give those who couldn’t afford them. 1n 2009, Derreck
founded the Global Soap Project which made possible to put his soap recycling
idea into practice. The project has wo;ked with more than 1,200 hotels and
many volunteers across the U. S, and success in providing more then 900,000
bars to forty-five countries in need. He 5.3 saying that “by promoting sanitation,
we are protecting human rights. Thatkhe prolect is all about” as he helps
refugee’and orphans gain dignity and respect as human being’ As he could
make a difference, every single day we all have a chance to create something
better than it was before.

{:\.LVA A /r":?‘?/
Comments
Most-of people don’t dare to make a change because it sounds hard, but in
fact, it is not that difficult. This example is'big-scale so you mayateel unreal and
beyond your capacity, but this could be in your daily life too. Pu%onscnous

more to others and thercemmay be the things found, that you can,make

~someone feel better. AsAexample just say thank you to the waiter in the

restaurants, give a seat for old people in the bus or even just smile to your
neighbors. These little things may heal something inside them or may be able
to save someone. And | am pretty sure you’ll feel better by giving someone
happiness/too. These little steps will get into the habit and you will be valued
by others. | want to put more effort in this way because | realize that small
things can make a big difference one day.



4 Recycling the hotel soap to save lives

ANO.3
Summary

the
Derreck Kayongo, ag Ugandan man got a great shock when he went toAlJSA for the

first time. There were three types of soap barand he took it the left oney. The next
day he came back from outside, there were totally new soaps bars. He rushed to t4e
concierge apologizing and asking not to charge }:’13; for taking soap bars. The next
moment he knew that even justa bit:uscd soaps.aee to be garbage. He hit upon a
L. s o x T i

wonderful ideathat hel\start .ta’producuon to recycle those abandoned soap bars. He

R t 3 . . . . .
really knew how important to clean one’s hands or keep sanitation to live because in
his home country and poor countries, a lot of children die from unsafe and unclean
place or systems. He established Global Soap Project to improve this current

. . ¢ 5 . abo rq,fof?
situation. He cooperates with American hotels ang‘ihlrd p’:f’s%n(company) 0 make
renewed soap bars, brings them to area which has poor sanitation systems. At the
same time, he encourage people not to let them deese their human dignities.
{g\ lose

Comments

Hotels” soap bars aren’t good for my hair and skin so I often don’t use it. Sometimes
[ feel guilty for it because I knew that they will be thrown away. But now ['m happy
to hear this news. Not only recycl"e". ut also save lives is Awonderfhl idea but the man
muslﬁ?rétd hard to establish this team. My classmate told us that there js some ways to
promote handg washing by using soap bars with toys. That’s funny. I thought I'm in

a peacef\'ﬁ‘nd safe place but not everyone afé so and we can do something for them if we
notice it. I will be more active to know what is going on in the world.
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